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of Aaembly of Lo,^ q^,^ in 18M, {AppenSx X.) 
w H«pott of k Comndttea rf f» •«i6 How, dated 
larch, rtz:- 
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TucHEBEAD, 

" Mi. Tabchkbiad in tbe Chair, 
tasatha Order of R«feteaee. 

'rdewd, that Mr. Jicdnw Vion ba exsmiotd u tt 
ew. 

^d the laid Mi. Jaciiaea Yig*T forthwith apptned, and 

bllewing; i^Mition vu pot to bim : 

3. Is the axisting Boad •yilem BOtceplible of improve- 

1 7 ue the kwi teipeotiag the lanie defective 1 What 

,h« inconyenieBcet thence mtangi and have yon my 

1 of improvemaBt to propoM to the Couuiiittetj eapeeiallj' 

*cting the Hi^wayiof the Citlei and of the Pailaheein 

ich the Citiu aie 1 

■ Mr. VigeticoordiaBly W'^'^^^"^""'"-;;. 



^usEvMP 



^f»*^ 



tA^ 



A the 

1 the evideiK^ >*■*'** " 
flut the ft"^ ^r-^**"' 

sthemintooae^ ^««» 
nittee to «««»^ ^'■ 
e at the cob*'^ 

**« Act, !»«"** 

/.v. 






OBSERVATIONS &c. 

I 

Bridges, for the C'^fl '^H^g'^'T.?' ^"'^ ^^^ '^^ 
y**"* last past A ^'"^'* Montreal daring eleren 

*«6aUons of %t 1!*'^"°"' Ci"" "'' *' ''"^*" "f** 
^"«ction of zealonT.^' *^""°^, • * P®"*^' ""*" *^ 
*"*^« citT amo • """^ Magistrates, in an indus- 

taate, lil^ J"^ '"^l>itants distinguished by their good 
pve every en ' *"xio"s solicitude to promote and 

^^"^ kind,rre^rT ? ^ P^f!^*"*' improvement 
m those Aot, a °* led me to discover deficiencies 

"^^ tharSv"! * *'°"'" °'^"""y ^'^'^"ent, and to 

'^»«'«' them, tf nljM P'*'* "^^ "'^^"'^ '" *"*' to 
"''"Ptedtothen.^r. ' """^ '""*'*^'" *°' <" •*<«« • 
^^''^If is chfeflS ^"'*- **y """^ "'^P«™"«e '■•» this 

limits of theelnir t*^""'^ "** *'^**'°'''''8 •^yo-d the 
i''°ffi«*.MrSS1^**'^'""«"'''^'^'»yP'^ecessor 

a««0. HtT^ainerti" «T« '^^'^ *« ""^^tanj^ i- 
rfierefore 7 *•"* ^'"' ""> *» accomplish and 

W Z^"^' opportunities of formine a in^l . 
^n tho«, Act« are defecd^, ««pecl thj 0^- 

coU»e of my practice thatitwoidd be beneficial ZT 
pan*^ circumjacent to the cities, we« some 7t L si 
tions of tho« .^^ ^„^^ „, ^,^^ conoid I .t: 
pomt out the defects, yet with diffidence, and shall p^ 
pose the amendments with aH possible submission to the 
better judgment and enlightened prudence of the Membe 
of the Committee. I shaU also offer some suggestion! 
which, to me at least, appear worthy the attention of the 
Committee. 



on three of the sides of Ihe Trapeziuro^ ^^. ^ ,- 

figure occupied by the city ; but ihe three J,iie» pae> 

to the oW Walls, which those boundary 7n3i.;fcs are 

designate, are not drawn and maited upon the sP<" bj 

series of pickets, and ias want of these raotQ c0»^'n a 

desirable indicatonB whicli the Asseasorg ^uul** find 

every street which those linea bo markcj mig*** WsU 

interaeW, espogga those puhlic and swor^ office^Sj eve 

year, to commit acts of injuatice to '■"'ividuals, *"■ to (j, 

prive the city of ^ certain income due hy \^^_ T^e p^ 

Becutiona in execution of the Road Acts, Rules o^^^Vux 

Stc. also require that ihose lines of diviBion belt^^^n y^ 

city and country be well known. 

3. Many of the Btreets of the city had the same name. 
Sijine of them even had two or three different nanieg. 
The M^isttates of Montreal, in 18l7> thought proper to 
apply toemselves to the fixing of the nomenclature of 
those streela for ihe future, as also the limits of each of 
tlioae Siiburba. The object was lo provide against visi- 
ble inconveniences in the execution of the laws, and in 
the summonses in prosecutions, and to establiah onifor- 
niily in the names gi*en in notarial Acts. This project 
wag received with pleasure by the public, and by some 
officers Oierein interested. It did good, but it also en- 
countered oppositio"' and did not altogether succeed as it 
ought to have done- Would it not be expedient to im- 
power the Ma^^*^'^^ '" P"**''^^ ^''^* nomenclature, and 
those defined U'"''*^ °' ^^*' *"'""'''^' *"d to order the She 
riff, the Protbonotaries, and ihc Notaries bencefordv t. 
conform thereto ' 



h secHon, 



(be Act 

of Mc 



*. The 26lh, S'^ '"^ , „ --« 01 - 
1799, direct the ^^^'"^ "^ ^^^ ^""l ^'"^ho CiV , 
treal,S«. That ^^^'t.^.^'^^^l^l^^- ^^^t 
was never 



That '^"" '™ "'™ ' «■'■ CW"*' .' ' 



to the Magistrates by the proprietore of the 
be received .ad deeWd to be ptMic sfreelt, t ?,?' 
gistntte., mlhout, i„ the li™i in.MM, WvlT ^^ ^„; 
tetoedbjBj„y, M.ny of „» Justice, „r^,p.„, 
do not hold that they CM receive eueli ^„a, v^ihou 
the lormhty Ia,t ,„en,i„,ed. All nevertheless perftclly 
ngiw, thai when p.yneM for the g»und is to bo pro- 
ceeded to, .nd the j,„„„ent monies are accordio|ly to 
be .ppbed to that p„reba«, tbe Hvotable niport of a Jury 
IS nec.ss.rdy re,„j^_„j |„ ^^ ,,„, „„, is tbe ver- 
tot »f a Jury s„^ ^_. „„, , ^^ ., „„, to be ,0 ! 

There are, ««„„,„, eo„e ir»l.Le. of ••"«" "Wch 
b'Z V *'^'""» «" •« l» sl»i|b.«««' «'"• «»i 
wh«»,e,d,ct, to ,h., elTect have been r.j««f ^ Ih. 
Magarales, who „ev.,a,ele,s had not inspe""? *« "p. 
as the Jury had de„_ „„ ^^ ^ „„!,>'? *" Jur 
I*" '" such matters. In addhion to this, » ''2' " '«' 
years ago, „,„„e,, , .jriict f„ estabbibioS V "'Oo' 
Sq""". in the Soburbsof St. Joseph: tfte "^'tiaie, 
approved n, ^^^kt, and I „ceivoi u, or.!"' *" '"0 11. 
""" °' "lai square, lo tx picjiits at iho angl«"> ">d draw 
»P a Froo4,^Verbal of my operation ; tbe ('"P^fkif ,-„ 
consequence thereof granted lots upon that sqnspe, ^^j 
fixed die boundaries at the lines whiob I had esiabii^gj^ 
on taking posBession thereof aa above. He aftertvarda! 
(as he is by law entitled to do,) claimed of the UTaaig- 
tratea the price of his ground ; it was refused— he =s 
" il was alledged, " the ground is too low ; it i, f "* ,^ 
" be overflowed ; these facts have been asceriai " a 
"the Jmymade tbeir inspection, iMtcA J^^ Bill'' . 
" net«r fo hiBt relumed a vtriHd for estahligjf O^gA 
" boillez Square." The proprietor is not even r.^^^ (^t^' 
'''be IMagiatr^teB donbtlesa have it in their po^'^^ >, -i 
to die Jury the Petition ptosenied to' them, f/^*" tr^ 
'^ a stieei, a square, &o., or to reject it, and ,j " *ll^ *^'' 
^^y Will not Pfoeeed diereon } but it sppelicg ^'**t3^ 



« building, in any case whatever, nor to (_ 
« pound of any court-yard, garden, or or^^J^ 
u purpose of laying out any new street, ^ .J 
« consent of the owner." This proviao ^LT* 
citiwnB of Montreal, in 1816, or 1817. to^^S^ 
Option among themselves, (a thing which ,^ ^ 
less done in three days,) iho sum of one thonaanj *» 
died and Gflypo^jg^in order to obtain apajg^ge^ 
ihecourt-yord of Mr. D. Ihmd, fo'a n^^ ^.^gott 
tion from St. Paul Street to the harbour j and aU the ^ 
offctedland delivered iheteafter, for that en(,r„g„s (rtm 
onlytwenty-feetwida. Wherefore should no,thft* Pi 
be struck out, and nothing fu«hec be left fo, the de, 
of a Jury than the gvarUvm of the iudeiQnjgcation 
paidi 

Many of our old atroeta are not thirty feet wide, 
the Buburba, most of the buildings in those narrow ati 
ate of wood. I am persuaded that, in a few y^ars 
new alignment of several of those streets would be 
huill, were the neWlegal breadth fised and ordered in I 
of the lot of every existing proprietor rebuilding his hou! 
s^Qg up his fence agun, on coodition of payment to 
atlhe time, by the city, of the price of the ground sots 
away in coneeqnence of the new alignment — the p 
to be immeiateyl fi^d B3 afOTesaid, and thai of the bi 
ings not to be included. A portion of the annual mci 
of the cily missht be set awda every year for this purp( 
and, if that fund should prove inadequate to the dem: 
of ttie year, the difference might readily, I am aurt 
Supplied out oi '^ private funds of our ri^ns. 
instance of Ba«=^ "* '^^ lea^at osmreB '" ''" "l 
in 1816 I be^'^'^i ** m^stratea deteni>'°^ "^^ 
louis Stoeet, >" *^ ^"^"''' °^ ^^ name, thebieai 
- which was not every where the saoie, sho«l^'^*'"= 
be 36 Ftencli ^^^ ^''^ "^^^ "^ alig*'^'" ' 
Uirough almost allthe properties south^ of >J« 



« feet from OMiiouBe,aad 
*y legal means of tom- 

^groood* The improve- 
din less than two years; 
*&VBn npjrcrfMtothe 
'"^gtfie fences in the new 
^^ been placed in the 
tetate sum of one hun- 
'® citizens furnished one 

^ ^hich prohibit gal- 
^ ^ transferred to the 
^'^^a ; but it also ought 
^^e step at least to 
' ^* to liave one. The 
^^ te iiinited (0 eight 
''"fitted, the winter in 
*<5easary. Letaper- 
® ground, and it will 
'"^ broad cannot be 

*^aJ obliges all pro- 
^Ofld bouiKled by 
^^^^ five feet high. 
^8^ ; that it was at 
-^: inasmuch as it 
^- Nevertheless 

streets whjch the 
'sai, where the soil 
V easily and spee- 
cks of that kind, 

grounds upon the 
^e highway itself 
aintsun those en- 



18 

closures, ia to jcompel the proprietors to cnl^'^^^'^^ 
or to biuld upoa it ; whereby industry would ^*^ ^'^ 
excited and the public revenue augmented, ^i*^ ^^* 
that Begulation form a Section of the new Act ? 

8. The reconstruction of wharves along Commis- 
sioners' street, towards the River St. I-awrence; the con- 
struction of a wharf along the beach, ^^^ the port to tb© 
Church of Bonsecours, and beyond^* 5 the embanking 
of the Little Kver between the town an»i the Grey Sisters, 
and of that in Craig Street 5 .the outletting of the IM0 
River in the r^^r of the Quebec Suburbs, into the RiVer 
St. Lawrenc^j ^y ^^® Papin^au Road and Squgre^* and by 
Mmtrque Street, (of such easy execuUon) • the con- 
struction of c^^^ ^"^xm under almost all the streets of 
the city, ^ i^"® ^ «^any matters which it is urgently 
necessary to'^tf^*' ^"^ ^^^h would prove of the utmost 
possible bene^* ^ ^^ inhabitants of this city; but which 
the slendernes^ ^^^^ income does not allow to be under- 
taken. The do^^ wharf required in front of the city 
might be made ^J ^® individuals whose lots are situated 
along the River St. Lawrence, on permitting the Magis- 
trates to give them emphytheotic leasees for a term of a few 
years *, whence would arise a new fund available in fhtUre 
for the city. The embanking of the small rivers would 
already be in a great measure completed, (that in Craig 
street especially), by the proprietors of lots along that 
street, had it been in the power of the Magistrates to accede 
to their terms. They offered to advance all the money, 
in consideration of the annual remission of the amount 
assessed upon them, until the whole of their disburse- 
ments should be made good. With respect to the other 
works, the necessity for them is so great, that I haV^ ^^ 
doubt that the persons more immediately interested \" 
their parfwmancewm be d isposed volunt arily to co^^ 

• Now Victori»'Koad and Queen Square. 

B 
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T^qtiireJ: somany m 

i^htDOttheasseflBment 
®^ jeaiB, oraloanof 



or 1756 permits the 
' whatever rubbish he 
^>&c. I should also 
actiiigitj that the nib* 
^ ''^mmnlng from the 
^^1 within the city, 
® ^own, and that the 
^^^'^^ should he (Obliged 

®"^^ a. street as the 
. ^^^ Workmen and 
^Diatetialsandscaf- 
3 ^8 elsewhere done? 

' ** ^ot being a gaf- 
'^oftheActofl^^» 
•<Jiroem to the i^^' 

1796 seem^ to con- 
'f of encroacbmente 
important to remove 

but littfe formality, 
Road Acta and the 

this point. There 
9 city where what- 

deposited^ which 
"^^ SurvBy€xr, or a 



^^^ r! ^'^P^* Bcartefi, at M expense o^ ^ town. 
Lei It be known that a regular sale iw^ce or ^'ce every 
w$*, on A stated cUy and hour, takes pla<5« at thos9 
, pla<jes of deposit of the wood, caxriages, ^cc*. fo^jnd in 
* the streets^ If the proprietor claim his property pcevioui^ 
to the sale, let it be restored to him »Poa his paying to 
&Q Road Treasurer the araonnt of the expenses of deten" 
tion aod fine* If he claim it, within *ree j^ys after the 
sale, Jet the balance be paid te him, ^^^^ting ali exnen- 
sea. If he do »ot claim it within those three days let 
the whole proceeds of the -sale belong ^ the town ' d 
let the Tr^"*^*^ ^©P a aepurate ^c(mot of this^ i^ 
kind of jev^o**®* 

12- Tho 6^^ S®'^^ of the Act of 1796, enacts, 
" That the Saf^^y^^ of the Cities and Parishes of Que! 
« bee and j\f 0^*^> ^% and are hereby required, to 
« the beat of tl^^^ i^^^lgmept, to execute the orders they 
«< may from ti0*^ ^ ^^^ receive from the Justices of the 
« said citiea and parishes respectively, for making, amend- 
« ing, and rep^'^S the highways, streets," &o. And 
the ^^^ section of the Act of 1799, enacte, ** that they 
« shall, and are hereby required to obey the directions 
'« th^ may from time to time receive from the Justices 
'< of the aforesaid cities of Quebec and Montreal, regard- 
« ing the works to be performed under the authority of 
*' this Act, or of (he aforementioned Act, passed in the 
*^ thirty-sixth year of his late Majesty's R^ign." 

During the first seven or eight years after my entrance 
into office, the Magistrates of Montreal, in the spring of 
every year, agreed among themselves, at a Special 1^®^^" 
ing convened for the purpose, to divide among thwne^^^^^ 
the superintendance and management of the varioU^ ^^' 
ties imposed upon them by the Provincial Acts. 'T^^^ 
chose Committees of thre^ members, for the year*, on^ ^^ 



iJianllO sheets and lanee. Such is the ex,c„ 

ground uader my immediate inepeciioo, boUj for 

cutjon of the works ordered by the ftoad ^t 

the enfoKing the fiegulabons of Police, j ^^^^ b 

charged with the direction aod superinteadam *^ 

ovWaW* ^^ ^^ nine divisions of the pariah of ^'^ 

The Committee knows the detail ofi"? duties ; '«=' 

judge whether I do not require sonie aasUtanc^ ■*> 

them al!) «> aa to give satiBfaotion W '^i© public 'far 

out «i vast an extent. The Mflg'^t^tea, at »" 

aware "f '''^ impossibility of mj performing all e"ch 

wilhout aid, granted me an Assistantj with an aUotv 

of£50, unlal last year. I had no Assistant '" I 

because few works remained to be done, and some 

gistraies had calied in question the legality of such 

application of the funds. AH are, oevertheleBS, of oP'i 

ihat two Assistants rather than one would be necess 

They also look upon themselves to grant £50 a-vet 

the High Constable, for three years past, to assist m 

carrying into effect the Euks of Police ; the Consiabk 

general being required so to do by the Police Act, 

without being compellable thereto, no salary being alio 

Ihem, nor any penalty for refusal or negWt imposed, 

would, therefore, ^'^'''^ **»« introduction of a section 

the new Road Act, empowering the Msgisirsies to 

me such Assistaota. and to pay Ihem out of the pi 

funds. 

In caae of slc^"^*' ''^^^'"*> "'"^0"* bowneas, 

might «ot I be pe""'"'"^ "^ ^^'"^: ^* ""^ o^" f I" 

a Deputy pro W^f '^'' ''"^ '" P*"^^ ^ " 

U M reo"* ^^"^ '' *'*"^'^*tt 10 opS" ■ 

Wired md k»t ■» "^' '' ■ Tkrf"" 



The Surveyor ought also alone to b© ©„-.^ 
building alignments ihrougliout the city, a„ ^ ^^ 
and correction of his operation ought only (^ j^ 
Jury, i*hoae verdict should be fiDsl) and be a» 
the Surveyor's Proems Verbal of alignment. 

15. The plan ^f ^ Corporation here foHoV" 

might perhaps obtain the approbation of the Vg 

Divide the town and city inlo ten wards ■ let ' 

contain two of them, as described in the first 

these remarks ; one of Points- i-Call'^re and the 

Suburbi together ; one of St. Joseph and Recollet 

one of St. Antoine Suburbs ; two of St- Lawrence 

one of St. Louis Suburbs, and anollier of Quebec 

Mary Suburbs. Let citizens who are pi'oprietors 

in each of those wards be chosen every two yeare 

Grand Juries at the General Quarter Sesaiona of ih' 

or elected for two years by the tenants wiihin (hos 

Let the Ma^strates at the general meeting, ou' 

year, appoint three among themselves, concurre' 

the ten citizens above named, to form a Commit 

povrered to determine what works are to be dont 

superintend their execution with the Surveyor, 

his own ward; to regulate llie rate of assesam 

Let the Cierk o^ "^^ Peace be their Clerk, but 

appoint theit own Treasurer. Let this Commiti 

charge of the watching and lighting of the city, 

cution of the B"!*'^ "'' ^°^"^' ^"^ ''^ *'*" '^'^''' 

preventing accidenW by fire. The other Magis' 

helonging to the Committee, ought to be cbargpd 

riding on breacb^*°^ the laws, the ratification of 

aud Proems Verba"': made by the Surveyor i< 

the Committee, «^°"1^ " ^ ^T"^^ ^^^"^"^ 

latter a perni^"^"* ^"^j/''^ Z^""^ r«l«'^ 

Were the pe^pl^ ""«*"' '^^ '^^ 'ight of «'' 

public officer, ('"'"' ""'^^ ^ ''""^'* Cotrt" 



BQgiDienance « repair of dlflferent parts ©r th 
for £20, £25, or £30 ; l>ut in thiB case ,-( ^^ic 
c«Gai7) in addition to the security which the c^i*7 
require of the contractor, that a penalty ghotiJd 1 
posed, recoverable in ft Baramaryinan'Kir, upor» P" 
tion, «'*« by the Surveyor or sny other perec»''' » 
any coutraclor becoming negligent o' 'eTractorj'- 

18. The attest HweepinE 's removed in gumm^r b 

MapstroWa at the expense of the city, and in v't^^f 

care of the maintenance a"'' repair^ °' certain f^^^ 

hy the 12th section of the Act of l'^'^^ impose*! on 

MagBtraiea. (See this Bcclion of the Act which ^illi 

Bee theMagiatratesto lay out for this purpowta si"", q 

inadequate, not exceeding £20 annually). In lik® m 

ner why should not the Magistratee be empowerec 

contract with individuala for the performance <yi ''^^ ' 

feinds of woA last mentioned ? Such individuals to 

liable to a penalty, to be paid lo the city, when convic 

of n^igence ; and Buch penalties lo he recoverable i 

summary manner. 

19. The owneraoflarge lota of ground inihe.cily 

built upon would readily open upon their respective 

more new streets or continuations of streets than they 

now in the habit of doing, if they were freed from 

burthen of kesping so=b Rtceets or continuation of str 

in repair in winter ; which they are now obliged to d. 

long aa they reB>«n in possession of the lota hordervm 

such streeta ^^^ ""^ '^"^ "'^^ undcitake to man 

these new atreets *" ^^ "*?"' ^°' * ""^'^^ "'"^l 

advantages T^sulti-* '«■" ^^' "^^^ ^ most 1«"«^; 

•he cil,: E^rV ^'""^ ^"^^ '' """^^ '"^ ^"^ ^°Z 

brought from it, ^^^ passes "e<'«««arfty ^ro^ 

"reets,lhemaint^-'=f°f';"=^,'T» '" <^''^ 

be very expensi^ " *^« ^'^- ^" P^P^niott *^ 



Sh these conmumcaliioitt 
«iiiongthein;\heexpe&se 
bed* the unoccupied land 
Ued. Thia hw been e?r 
ner in St. Joseph Suburb, 

3 have been made in the 
Yi (which there formerly 

•«<^'Aoj»»ebridp,)«»^y 
^^ sprung up o» ^^^ ^^ 
^H and keeping them 
nothing, 

^^ofagpeatdealofp 
^ is under the mii^ 
* part under that of tbe 
*« Commissariat, some 
Officers at the head of 
'^^y year and Bometiroes 
^ow8 with certainty to 
^«a of putting the Road 
'«to execution. ^^^ 

oaandant of the Ga"^^^ 
ns solely reaponsable to 

ance and repairs o^ ^^^ 

^ ^ Ahouseis»««- 

andalsobytbeo^ftfi''' 
»be declared to be the 

» against the Boa^ Act 

g always more easy to 

' And in the case <)f 

gb^ occupied by niany 

strangers in thecoun- 

mts be declared jointly 

Public Officer for the 

^ years ago, a^many 



s« i09 or 115 sotiis were li^in^ in 6ab It^^^^ ^^^^ 
ptfiftte-^-Calit6^^ belonging td R B-e-rfhefef, 1BI'^«<'^ «firf 
thefe is mord than one hous6 iA the game pf^^cmentf 
wtdrin* the* cIqt. tte t>K>]>6lr peffsoa to fe ftot^^i 
against in this case, were any breach of the I«aWc(Mtf- 
mitted by the occupiers of the house* would be unknown* 
Bftght liot any ont of mch teiiante'l>e declared liable to 
be prosecuted indistinctly ^ attd' '^»> ^^^^}^ us ImpHgofi-' 
meht for a e^i^iin time, indefkiilt of Paying the expens^^ 
incurred for tb^ir neglea? 

The widows are also the cau&e of tA^^^ diffictflty, ,1^;. 

certainty and daily expense, and occasion the fajl,^ ^f 

many ptt^c^^^^^^ Acciordltig to the P^^sem ^^^^ j^ 

^ is necessary ^^^ the'stimmons should mfeiitioii thefrchrl^^ 

tian Mtties, fi^^^^^^ "^mes, and the names of their dei 

cea^ husU^* ' ^^"^ ^ *^^ neighhotirs; fHeiid^ ^t 

acquaintance^ ^^f ^^^t^^ded to give the necessary infofifta:. 

tionto the pU^^^ C^fficers: how.'thdfiisit tbbeobtaihi 

ed? Might oot ^^^^ defaulter be $ued iiftder the liaifieft- 

of their b^5^g^o<i^> ^'* ^6 addition oi' Widow, rde'mifyfng 

the particular pefseii meant; in a precise mariner^ by th^ 

das'cr^ptibn of thi^if pi'6perty, the number, of the house, 

tt&Dcie of th6 street; &c; When thefe ate twd ^dows of 

the same nam^f 

The Soad Surveyors, the Officers appointed tb prevent 
accidents by flre^ the ifi'spectors of Weights and Mea- 
BUteii? ^« Clerics of Ae Markets, and many Other public 
officers of thid class, who, by their proisecutions against 
dehnquents, encyeaee the fuiida appropriated to defray the 
expenses of the diffeieiit kinds of work required by the 
public, not being versed ift the Law, are often liaWe to 
fail in their profeecution6, arid fheiteby to lose moiifey ^^^ 
of their own pockets, to deprive the public chest of ^^^ 
lawfully incurred for infractions of the Laws saMact^'^^^ 
provet), and fitially to draw on themselves public odi*^"^ ' 
and all this arises tbr the most part from some triflin c? ^^* 



i'sCottiiiel«»'''l'«<<w 



noent were i«<7^; 

t,icli allows 
rtion impoaiig^ . jKjjoB 

irmed by the j^ jjy 
» «« too, « <^]y»j 

Ttakly both o*^ 
rnckouU ^j^ 

{ opinion to ^ 

1200 to IJOO pe^ 






^uy imposes a ^^ . ^v}^, ^ ^e^ ^4>^ ^icno *• - . j 
^l' o^ m the dogs »« the «i " ^itl»^^ tal ^T ^ 

2*. B« . t,e Montreal T«^«ter. 

fVotka o *™ *^ '■^'P^ ***** stiU laying ^^^T 

a«y uni.'*^^^"? ^*'® '"'^ •""* *f to© ^t«' f'""* 

tr^wely e« several quartets of the ^^.^lost every '^»*!^'f' 

w- our M ^^ *** ''^'^ I"'^^'"' ^^"^'^ baild,in oor ?**'*'"» 
^"^i^a J'S'^t^teswereerapoweredto descripti''"'** 

**\, ^ ^"^ Useful for the watering <" 

ded t ^^ ""*'"" "'"** ■^^''^ «•« »"«* Parishes o( 

*^*L.W ** *® Snrveyora of the <^'" j,gj<,ner3 appointed 

^ A^^*""^ Mo„,«aI. The Co^^'^^„t^„, «„<, ,h, 

^ ^?-"*'*'**^°'' of *''* "''l ^^'^^ v;tians for the cities 

. ^tlrr^'^ °"''*«"'^' Com^^^'^J^^veintheirpc 

^»d«»unt,e8 of Quebec and Manf^^'' " ,eir proceedin., 

«e8«o° paper,, registers, &c, relative '° * should be dl 

•'* J^ work performed by then., ^t^eyors, at least in 
posited, rf not in the hands of the Su"^"' 



»*•_ ~ "furK pertormea by them? 
posited, if not in the hands of the ^^ 
j»e Office of the Clerks of the PeaO^' 



^ 



lieiiib«biw'><**^'w» 
,1, of land f I*'""'* 

'■P"''''^ extract (2) 
' Seign^ the lotof 

igs afliJ P'' ^ present 
er, and ''' j,g8 not, 
i«. There ^^.jjjjj 
loBcession, gstion, 
leHainio ^^pHa,. 

of this ^^^jam 
irtofthis ^,(,^ 

maillots, (^ The 
ntkated-C^/ j, jj 

sioo of t»^ o( 

, to the city- 
»tber curators ot 



21 



to solicit you* CO ^^ to veet, ^^^^ the Seignior, the 

m their ban39» *** « O recei** i»^ft *® ®'^^" " 

forty arpeifts ^ ,. '**«»mon, g^^ V^^-^ or elsewhere ; 

Montreal, ei<b« '% ^ ^^«ne 5*''' 4^?'^ by virtue of 

if the Seigmots eOl' ^e the fr^ ^^^/^^.orbj- induction 

titles subsequent in "^^te to the y«*' t/ff ''**e potvsr to pro- 

from that of 1651 ', the Ma^gtrat^* ^ *^ '^ave encroached 

oecute all persons w^o may be fi>**'t,0 ^^oers of P'operty 

"Pon this lot of land, and compel ^.^d line drav*-". l>y a 

aiJioining t^^g g^me to have a di^*^ tJiis Coiiim'''* ""« a 

Surveyor between them, and to i^ ^ for the adv»«»»»eo of 

P^Wic square, ot divide and let it ^^ 

the city. ' . . 



„„f ?'" ^ shaU take the liberty to s^- - ^^o jm)»" - Act for 
^Lt ^'^P^'iient to consolidate tb^ ^o pass oi>e 
*^^at Would be still more desitabl^' j Montreal »" P 
*. tovvna and parishes of Quebeo ^61,^,. 

^KE COUNTRY WSTBICT ^^ ^^. 

^^- The 26th section of tbe ^^ ^^^ the tovens) before 
,^ shall be the duty of the Survey"! ;^ting. or paving any 
** he proceeds to the levelliog? ®^ ^^ tl^e opening of any 
*6 street, lane, or public square, ^^ ^ ^,r to the erection of 
«t canal, water course or aque<J**f^' ^jje said cities and 
44 any bridge or causeway, v/'i^^ i to ^^^ * P^^^ of 
tcjparisAes of Quebec and Mot*^ '^.^oalj water course 
tt such ^reet, lane or public squ^"^ jn which the level 
i* or aqueduct, bridge or cause"^^^ pointed out ; such 
i« and declivity of the same shall ^q Verbal referring 

** Plan to be accompanied by a ^ j^gy and convenient 
^« thereto, and pointing out the taO^ -^ proposed, wMcl^ 
-^« method of performing the work *** 

c 2- 



»«•« "* fim rack 

'■«PI»"'''^doiiein 
slice mj ^^ fn. 

i said W^^jgcd» 
Mdpirt ill 

enoftbeg^^jttbe 
•eal,aliedg^ a mete 
lis clause, >* j^^u 
there art* ^^^ 

towns, an^^ ie,el. 
einplated"* ,,,. 
, «Besid«*»^^ 

under the ^ 

att «de9, '." «^« 

1 end encircled 

t9 oripnaTly for 

^ Act won* 
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i*n8 ev^^ ^ * ptoof of forewg^* 

of like W»8e* ^«^lde<^ V ^▼i«e<J» ^^-^^ ^^'^ 1 »» of opioioo 
«xpre«W 80 ■^''^^l^ ^ »^y ite aot^^li.^'^^tv regard to *« 
that if dxete W^ *J<^ suoh cV>^ ^**^te, such a clau* 
pariahea i»^^'ld- *°*"8 »^^*''J'he villages of St. 
«liould be jn«®^ ^*^ *^e new ^^^* *^' are included in 
Henri, Hoc^^^*^' ^''^ Belair-'^^X^'^'^y extends as far as 
^^ parish of 5'^°'**'®*^' The ci<^ , «^^^e by Mr- Cadieux 
Hochelaga •, *« <'°'*'*8aion8 lat^*^^, ^^''lost a/rcady unite 
<*"^ tia land on ibe Catei.^.5a/r^^^j0 city ; the I-achine 
*^^o village of *he Tanneries t^ ^«esnel ai»«i <*«y on 
•^anal, the concessions of Mes^'^^e village of ^t- Henry 
*ne Ttirnpike-road, have render©** ^ few years n»ore, and 
<^onaiderably nearer to the town 5 * ftom these villages to 
^«en the highways commumcaU "^f -g necessary ^ «« 
t^*"^« Will become street.. J* in these vU\^^; «^^ 
i^* *^e owners of property sito**^^d in the -^"^'^^IT 
IT^^' that all the holders of J ^ having ^^JJ f^^ 
J^y^ should have an opportun^^^ perly, apP^^"^^^ .^ / 

-""^^^^ the foundation of part ^^ ,ne are tha^^°^^"^ 
^"-S -^t in anticipation 1 By ^^^^ oP^n on their proper- 



Jt^i^aitona which such persons ^^^ ^e? called, 



to 



*y» laterally and perpendicularly' ^^er^® o" such property 
^y the nameofsfr^e^*^ Why ^^\^^ to conceding, why 
sites for public squares ? Fr^^/ ^^^ J point out, to the 
i<»igHt not the proprietors of ^^^^^^^^y sire subdivided, the 
persons taking the lots into wbi^^^ ^^^^lisbed for the fronts 
level which is afterwards to he ^^ 
of their houses 1 ^ courses, if any there 

T^^e same thing applies to t^ , g^qoeducts, if any are 
are on sxich lots, and to canals ^^ g^^^e authority should 
tcquited under the streets. Tt*^ kinds of labour and 
tegalate the performance of tb^^ ^Qt the Mag^itrater 
wrvitudes. Further; why sbo^ 

c3 



'"^ Tpi and loti 
*«**« met that 

oonectaayin^"" 
« thattto ^tteettte^ 
1 that the reserves ^' 

lishmentoflhepla'^^^ 
,wiiers of tbe lands cofl>- 

ions in their conces*^®.^'' 
be committee to cob**^ 
md to enquire wbctbetJ 
Magistratea of Montt<^ 
further delay, plans to W 

ibcd, of the three v» 
ise of the city. 

districts, and their dep«- 

: is vested the po^^ 
i«i in these pa^' 

^Jn alter, straig^"'"' 
to open, al^^^, 

to make water e^^ 

to perform any J^ 

^e parishes u-^er 

of the Peace y^ 
.o obtain a dearii^ 
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P^ise amweT to this question* Let us compare theto 
^^0 Acts the better to see in what points they differ. 



^ Actofl790. 

^he cities and parishes of 
^^bec and Montreal were but 
;*>« and thfe same thing* The 
"^"stices of the Peace divided 
^^^ into six wards, to each 
JJ Which they appointed an 
Overseer. They also had the 
nominaiioa of the Surveyor, 
with a salary of JB40, and sub- 
ject to different penalties and 
to be deprived of his office, if 
liMy should see fit (39Lb^40lb 
and 41 8t sections.) 



Power is given to the Justices 
tjf the Peace, in the cities, to 
regulate the roads, streets and 
bridge* in the parishes and ci- 
tief oi Q^uebfc and Montreal. 
Over these the Grand Voyer 
has no Jurisdiction. (SSth and 
S9tb lections.) 

•ftie right of judging when 
it is necessary to open a road, 
street^ &c. and to build a 
bridge in the cities and par- 
ishes, i» vested in a Jury of 12 
men domiciliated in the district. 
(44ih and 45th sections.) . 

Personal labour is required 
of the inhabitants of the same 
" oq the high roads, streets, 
<« market places planes within 
"the cities and parishes ©^ 
« auebec and Montreal," f^r 
the repairing, paving and mam- 
Ujning the same. C52d an<} 
|^3d sections. This personal 
lAbour oC Ihe inhabiUnls of the 



Act of 1799- 
By this, the parishes are rendered 
distinct from the cities of Quebec 
and Montreal, and " are again 
« made subject to the general regu- 
« lations established for the country 
«< parishes.'* These parishes to be 
divided into such number of ward» 
as shall appear necessary to the Jus- 
tices of the Peace to establish, and 
Overseereare also appointed for them 
by election. The nominationof Uie 
Surveyor is taken from the Magis* 
trates, and Tested in the Governor, 
" inasmuch as the duties and res* 
" ponsahility of such Surveyor will 
" necessarily become more impor- 
** tant under this Act." His salary, 
by this Act, is increased to iaOO, 
and there is no mention made of 
any penalty against him. O^lj 8th, 
7th and 26th sections.) 

The same power is gi'^" *° '^* 
Justices of the Pence, and the same 
exclusion of the Grand Voyer. (4th 
section.) 



The manner of opening a road or 
building a bridge both in the coun- 
try parishes and in the towns, by 
the verdict of a Jury, seems to me 
altered, ^if not expressly, at least 
such appears to be the intention of 
the Act,) by the 5ih section, and to 
remain in force only with regard to 
the towns ; inasmuch as the personal 
labour which was formerly required 
of the inhabitants of the country is 
done aWay by the 16th section, and 
is not now required, as well as the 
assessment of the people of the 
town. It is this 5th section which, 
by the incorrect manner in which it 
is penned (for the preamblb and the 



/ 



3> 






of these «*» 



iie 



(see 



(be 



' the ^e»«* 






•an , -ievn»»' 



^.-.^ 















tlJ^ 






adtf»»^ 



jtfU«' 



the Surveyors K ^^ 

them, if they ^^T^ ^J^is right, oc ^^^^'S^Ocb p^^ 
they also haa th\^ t^em not a\re^^y'Jj'>ould ^«> in 
opened, and bn^ ^^^^erofhomol^^^ .,^^ '"'"«* a/1***' 
been homologaS^^ already exist^'"^' "^hich have „ ^''^ 
oppreaaive, in^^-f > or the Proems- ^^^^«^* o/ v^H^^^'^ 
aU ««m<u«ie« Of *"'««* or lost, and «^ ^"'e a legal til""^ 
tenoe of which ^'^^^''^ "tili'y and ad*'^'"age, and tftg f '" 
appear doubtf^j^'^'^ording to the lavr-J noH,/„ yj,^^^ ^*»- 

tbeir Procia. v' ^'' perhaps unsupP<""ted by /aw .. *"* 
^ork to be perf '^^^^ ^*'*'"^'^ contain the nature of ,i** 
of the soil and ^?'"'^«d on the roads a*'«'°'^'ng to thenar 
the object of tb ^""^^ situation of t*e ground, whe^ 
^tra'g''*en the ^ ^ ^°* "^ t" '^'■*'" *''® '*"''> or to fevei *' 
^er the xvork^'^^' °' •" P'"*®"' *''^*'^'H or to keep ;°' 
mention of aj^y ^^""eady performed ; that they should make 

to^^ > also tb "''^^ *" ^'*^^^ ^'' " ""^y ''6 necessary 
c., and aaali'™®"*'''"*^"^'"^'^™'^'''''''^ bridges 

fytta^^' and tlf ^^ ^^"^ ^" ^""^ '^'"""' '« to be per-' 

* ada to be don '^"^^"^ *"^ "^^^^'"^ '" °'''^^'" °^ the 
'■^e Grand Vov^ ' *^' ^^'^ Surveyors, in concert with 

\;„t3 of the na '^* ^® empowered to compel the inhabi- ' 
*^e situate, to ~!',^''J°'"'"^ """® '''^'''o'' t^e cities 

* f^ roads and ?! ' 'Th- " T'"'' '"."^ '''*'* '" '*P'"""8 

* nle 8, when and ^'' 7' f "'""'"' '*'°"g'"g '<> «"» 
*i the spirit ofT/^?" " these two officers (according 

XP^ tr wi uie 15th section of the Act of i7oo\ • u* 

^,e of opinion that this work would betlSrf 
.irn'a Dennis i , . "seiul both to the 

*"leTt£ f ""^ '^ ";^ '""r'' ^P'"' ^""l too hurthen- 

Sly <il J™''' r^ ^y*« former alone. 

Finally, ail the power which is now vested in the Grand 

Voyers with regard to roads and bridges should be extend- 
ed to the Surveyors within the parishes belonrine to the 
towns: the duties and liabilities of each of these Uvo offi- 
cers should also be the same. 

30. The 14th section of the Act of 1795 orders «thaf 



gfcC-J 






•""ixi. When W"*" "^ ""oa ," ■"' J J r„ . 

^ '"ohot ttobtiaS"*,-, ™ „tO'^„'>?ll.« public. 

"' wad. <™l«'. "X" «M olhe.- ^^oOH-n, .„d ,»hiol, 
■l» -oure. '"""'", '" f"™" "<be '''»»"> "'■■>'» 

jV>, the r ""'••'""'"S 'b" 'C< •»'"■"* " V 
« lie Ju„i r^'S"*'"" l"" 'l'»"Sb'''J„«ns,miEbi<"'''" 
« t" be „„.,'" °f lb. Peare in lb. .«>" u,al aV '«'. " 

-. it" bandt °°' "' '"' '°°" °' "'° iu" notw-M''"^ 
«^><>0 'l'°ftl,.Eo.dT,.,.m..,»« ,h, „p,iri«S 

Od kee "'"'"'• '° ^ "PW .-! •!.". "»"'"* 



, O" '•>» £ J '■■ •*' "" "* ,, are "«»» •" " 

f , i« in Ih ° P"'""' '^^ "• ,Ao f"" " 8"°' 
ubholH P^W'er of the Justices "' ^j- il,e ^ame, for 

■"".h the *'" "">. " "J P""°l Be.ide„ .hi. 
t""" .i, "">''»e»P«"'l«'lintber«P"°,: iie.n.l„ 

°"^' 2j^T "•"■"•' "" '=P"""S ' ,bS " b«™a to 

"" *^(TL";""! ~'' '"" "I-" ^'°t """"• « 
ol IM apphcatioa, to be mad. oO "^ „ theHoaj 

j,5 S»n»J« and hi. Ove^e™, ob«.i» "„ % whi.h 

Tcettsti^t the proportion of these jeiOO ** 



ever. 

I Ad of l799j eaijown 
toUkeoutof«»«Nfc 

.careof>^>^^^ff 
totakesucbC^J^J 

«b and other )0^' ^esskxi^ 
Court of Quarl^^ 
6 Magistrates. 

.^flMial 

itroadathatthel^^^tes. 
^gnlatedbythese^^^liij 

narrow ; at lea8t» ^^ned 
refoic be further ^,^ 

is thought «q^^*^cl ; 
officers in this ^ ^^^ 
;efs a discretion*!? r^^^^gj 
r ProcS9-Verb0^^ ^^ 
•h is to i^omoio^ ^ ^^ 
ay in this case <i^^ 
(Jedged, for ^^ ^^^ 

^n notice P^^^^/st 

^f every y«»^ j, «nt 
t„> of *^ "*" 



M«pa„o« 







contract i»^f^<»^ '»> 



when and ^ete ^,7 -.««,.. ^ .^»^ - -^-^-r.-jr- 

*e Qyer^^,, 'J^^'^'^QVPt.^f^'^j.^ ;^e Oye«^« who 

tfact should be eq«a% divided »**^^gi* « in tfi« ^aadsof 

»'^«»W , CQlwt Jhe .money, and d^f ^ve' to the cof»*«ctors, 

*l»e Sarv4yl,r,tobebythelaatpai**, that such o^nt«ctor 

«Pon the ^rtficate of the overs^^f In case of *^^^ 

»»^s faithfuii executed Vii8 contra*'*' ^^6 province* »»°»her 

«f the contractor, or of Ws leavi«jj, adjndicatio'^ ^^ j.^ 

coir «*^««^d be given, and anotl^^ n>odebead-P J° 

thrr"' ^'^'*«- ^'^''* "°* *' '^S'J^ ' ^"^ "^ a Oviform 
Jhe opening or repairing of new /^^ operation .%^vin^ 

«vl^ ^'^^y ^etb°d of putting .»j; ^^ds in tb.« I'^*''^'"'* 
fy»t«m Of nxaking and repairing ^^''^ 
♦•^ "^^ effectual manner. 

^ . the naost pa^*' J 

,, ^.^- Our large villages are, ^^; ,^„ too .arro^ &c. 
3^;^^^d, and thtir streets are i^^^^^d to the Legislature 
t^^^\. not your Committee rec^^ ^^^ ^ cluster of thirty 
ta enact, c ^^^^ ^j^gn there ^"^ \\j^et ^" ®">^ P^"^^» 
<6 houses standing »ear eaci^ f^ ^ space of so many 
t< seigniory, or township, or ^*^ \gr of J^o^^es shall then 
<* arpents in superacies, such d *^^ ubjec* to certain rega- 
*' be called a village, and shall ^ ^raod Voyers (if in the 
46 \at\ons — such as to apply to ib^ ^j,e parishes of Qvie- 
K country'), or to the Surveyor, 0^^ ^q of having a plan of 
ti bee ana Montreal), for the P'^^P^gular division thereof 
«' the place made, and upon this ^ ..^ing lots, &c. 5 auch 
** \uU> streets, public squares, b*** 
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|i(iMlop|td«e«^totIie 

Jionldtoit- 



LYIGIJ^ 



8.& 



, Tie ^^Otoftj urf ■'^ *'Vl?**P«^ny associate* 
aad commias^'*'?® of tffe ?^.Vy : j<* W'^ ^^redf, Governor 



-^» •»*>< Vr\^l] 

thte island 
of the 
Iiave ^ 
'Jean D 



u^^Ei ue SI. ^.'r^^ VWU^i? i*l^^ '» measure^ «' ^^^^ 

persons mhaW^C^^^ ^^r^hes to tli^ Jfn>ent, 

Montreal, fottj ^?®^7 ^^ ^^nd ii^^ p^ ^ ,. for ^^ P«^- 

country, at tbe ratte ol one liundr^*^ii? ^Titftn^a «s ^ Pasture 

---^ -e'^S^nfeettotbeperf^^^^^^^^ from 

r i* -J.^mon, by the said V^tid ^^ ^_, tJ:ie Fort 



and oT 



tJ:ie Fort 
i^onces-- 



?^^\of ^ eommon, by ^e said U^^ ' ^^ 

for their cattle ; '^^ «««d lot of Jj^> P.?®? ;' '^e ^""^^s- 

'^/^IS^e SSut.d Me rivers ^n;^ £ l^t «> .^.^d 



sions of 



inl 



pne of the iSfftants of the »'l^ ^^"'"L^nt ^'f ^iS: 
^l. the saTAA ^,\^k\^, anc 



l«*^lo* river^ 



^-u^ ot the inhabitants of ^^r'lo^^ ^^li^^^ M M^ 
o£ tlve same wUlth, and running 0°' 9»'« ex ,d ooay 
,»nd little rivT«* I H reachei *%eljJ ^j^*^, subject to 

-!^.*«^V^iSbS^taoftbe«»;fa <try:VSf 



t,e bonnd and obliged, tpmyj^f^c ^^towed to sell, lend 
gO^orB or Montreal, s^^ ^\f f.^! V)e ^^^ause whatsoevw. 
^at the said inhabil^^^^ shall ^ any . t^gal shall bai'e 
oS exchange the said common ^ of ^* ^^y think it ad- 
^oreover, that the said ^^%t^^^ ^ ^ laid inhabitants to 
^e liberty, when and as ofte^ the ^^ ^^^ g^at and 
vantagpoua to the puhhc, to a^* i ^pg ^** ^jerches, without 
y^sM and establish themRclves ^ ^f te^ \;;iiahitant8, pro- 
^\ttie nvexs \vithin the said ext^«» ^j^ saJO . ^^ ^f ^^^^^^^ 
\ei or impediment on the part ot ^pt f *^ga\d great mer, 
Vided that the said Seigmore do ^ii>ng t^^^^g out of the 
©{ the same extent, and running J jpdj^ »^^, \^ applicable 
as that so by them conceded to j^^U a»- 
i^aii common -, whieb condition 
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r lilt I'l'S. "**'**'"'' 
.•f?* it stall tewwp* 
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